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1852 

Berlin Congregational Church 
Gothic revival 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


The Berlin Congregational Church, (BCC) 878 Worthington Ridge, c. 1850. 
After a fire damaged the Meetinghouse, the members of what was then known as 
the Second Congregational Church moved to construct a more modern building. 
The church building was one of the first to adopt the new Gothic Revival style, 
popular 1850-1860. The original clapboard spire sported 4 gabled dormers. 
Internal features include pointed arched frames, buttresses and a steep main 
gable. The steeple clock was donated by town historian, Catharine North, in 
memory of her father, Deacon Alfred North. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The earliest Congregational church in Berlin was formed in 1712 as 
the Second Church of Farmington, later the Kensington 
Congregational Church. In 1772, the congregation divided into the 
separate East (Kensington) and West (Worthington) Societies. Two 
years later, the Worthington Society built its meetinghouse on 
Worthington Ridge. It would later become known as the Second 
Congregational Church of Berlin (the Kensington Church being the 
first) and then the Bderlin Congregational Church. After the building 
was damaged by a fire in 1848, a new meetinghouse was 
constructed (c. 1850) in the Gothic style. The spire originally 

had four gabled dormers. The clock in the steeple was donated 

by town historian Catharine M. North in memory of her 

father, Deacon Alfred North. The church is located at 878 
Worthington Ridge. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 012 
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1852 Congregational Church Worthington 
Ridge Road just south of Route 72, US 5 
Wood building, end brick chimney, story 
and a half, remodeled, high square tower 
with buttresses above the roof and projects 
from the face of the main body. Very large 
§ steeple having four sharp dormer windows 
1) Mm at its base. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 201 
1850 _—_— Berlin Congregational Church current owner: Berlin Congregational ChurchGothic revival 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1850 current owner: Berlin Congregational Church ‘aia 
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1. BUILDING NAME (Common) 
Berlin Congregational Church 
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Berlin par trora 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILOING AND SURROUNDINGS 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) 


The Berlin Congregational Church has a steep-gabled facade dominated 

by a large five-stage tower. The central entry is located in the pro- 
jecting base of this tower. It features double paneled doors ina 
molded pointed-arched surround. The front corners of the base have 
stepped buttresses. On side and front elevations of the base the 
second stage features tall narrow pointed-arched windows with lattic 
glazing; above the level of the main gable peak are front and side clock 
faces and ten pointed-arched belfry louvers. Immediately above the 
louvers is a small molded cornice on plain brackets and a tall, slender 
clapboarded octagonal spire. To the left and right of the spire and 
base are tall paired pointed arched windows. Both side elevations have 
full-height pointed arched windows with lattice glazing. To the 

rear is a later extension on a raised brick basement. 


“Tol rs BUILDER 


Elisha Norton and James Arnold 
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Architecturally, the Berlin Congregational Church is significant as an 
excellent and well-preserved example of the Gothic Revival style. One 
of many romantic revival styles current in the 19th century, the 
Gothic Revival style was briefly popular in the 1850s and 1860s; it 
gained a second wave of popularity in institutional and ecclesiastical 
building in the late Victorian period. The Berlin church is notable 
for being among the first Congregational church buildings to depart 
from earlier classical modes and adopt the Gothic style. Gothic 
Revival features present in the Berlin Congregational Church include 
the extensive use of pointed-arched forms, the steep main gable, the 
verticality of the tall spire, and the butresses. Old photographs show 
that the clapboarded spire originally had four gabled dormers. 


Historically, the Church is significant ‘as a longtime community insti- 
tution in Berlin. The building was erected in 1850 by (continued) 


Berlin Land REcords 24:648 (1849) 
Brandegee, p. 43 
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Item number: Date: 12/84 


Berlin Congregational Church 
19. (continued): 


carpenters Elisha Norton and James Arnold. 
18th century meetinghouse (still extant). 
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TOWN NO.: SITE NO.: 
UTM: oe a 2 
QUAD: 

DISTRICT: s NR: ACTUAL 


POTENTIAL 


It replaced the nearby 
It remains the home of 
the Berlin Congregational Church, one of the major religious denom- 
inations in the town. 


Town of Berlin, CT 


Property Listing Report 


Map Block Lot 16-1-102-46 


Account 1104690 


Valuation Summary —_ (Assessed value = 70% of Appraised Value) Sub Areas 
Item Assessed Subarea Type Living Area (sq ft) 
Raltings | women | ore | ersonsFnms | won| 
improvenens [sano _—~|mrsen——*| cataract te 
Outbuilding and Extra Features aa 
caiman 
Le 


Type Description 
Sales History 
Owner of Record Book/ Page Sale Date Sale Price 
BERLIN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH INC 567/ 224 4/20/2006 0 
WORTHINGTON ECCLESIA,,, 0 
Sketch 


Street Index 


All Public 


Lot Setting/Desc 


Additional Info 


Primary Construction Details 


Year Built 


Stories 


Building Style Churches 


Building Use 


ind/Comm 


Building Condition 


Interior Floors 1 


Interior Floors 2 


Whirlpool Tub 


* Fireplaces 


Bedrooms 


Full Bathrooms 


Half Bathrooms 


Extra Fixtures 


Bath Style 


Kitchen Style 


Roof Style 


Gable/Hip 


Roof Cover AsphiF Gls/Cmp 


Exterior Walls Clapboard 


Exterior Walls 2 


Interior Walls Plaster/Drywal 


Interior Walls 2 


Heating Type Forced Air-Duc 


Heating Fuel Oil/Gas 


Fin Basement Area 


Fin BSMT Quality 


Fin BSMT Area 2 


